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Board Chair Holley Carlson called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  Present:  Holley Carlson, Anne Burkart, 

Jennifer James-Wilson.  Excused:  Pam Daly and Nathanael O’Hara.  Also present were Superintendent David 

Engle, staff, and community members. 

 

Anne Burkart led the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

Approval of Agenda:  Jennifer James-Wilson moved to approve the agenda.  Anne Burkart seconded and the 

motion carried 3-0. 

 

Shining Star Awards 

Superintendent Engle presented a Shining Star award to Vickie Lowrie, for her work in the Human Resource and 

Business Offices and her daily work assigning substitutes for classified and certificated employees. 

 

Correspondence 

The board reviewed the following correspondence: 

 Email from T. Polizzi regarding baseball fields 

 Email from M. O’Brien regarding music classes at Blue Heron School 

 Email from R. Gray regarding the park near Frontier House (884 Park Avenue) 

 Email from S. Gould regarding music classes at Blue Heron 

 Email regarding high school mascot 

 

Public Comments 

 Earll Murman spoke about the Free Family Swim offered at Mt. View pool every second Sunday from April 

to July. 

 Bruce Cowan spoke about Initiative 1351, regarding classroom size.  Sponsors of the initiative are asking for 

local school board support.  Mr. Cowan also spoke about recently released statewide SAT results. 

Presentations 

Sara Hoover from WSRMP (Washington Schools Risk Management Pool) presented a plaque to the District for 

achieving a perfect score for the 2013 Site Based Risk Management Risk Assessment Survey, with thanks to 

Laurie McGinnis, Director of Payroll and Human Resources, who submitted the survey. 

 

Reports 

Visit History 2014 

Gina McMather, High School History teacher, reported on the 2014 Visit History Trip to Italy, March 28-April 6, 

2014.  High School students Shae Shoop and Alex Kunz commented on their favorite parts of the trip.  Ms. 

McMather said the 2015 trip will be to England and France. 

 

Superintendent 

Update on High School Mascot 

Dr. Engle reported the new High School mascot, chosen by the students, will be Redhawks.  Official spelling is 

still to be determined.  A new logo has not been selected, but work has begun to change the name on uniforms, 

equipment, and the gym floor. 

 

Maritime Discovery Schools Update 

Superintendent Engle reported that five candidates were interviewed for the Program Manager position; the three 

finalists chosen were Jude Rubin, Kelley Watson, and Sarah Rubenstein.  The finalists will be making 

presentations at a public meeting on April 17, 2014 at the Cotton Building, 607 Water Street, from 5-8 p.m.  The 

candidate selected for the position will be announced shortly after that date. 

 

Report on Engrossed Second Substitute Senate Bill 6552 
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Dr. Engle spoke about the following items included in Senate Bill 6552: 

 The graduation requirement of completion of a senior project was removed, beginning with the class of 2015, 

but Port Townsend may consider keeping that requirement. 

 Beginning with the class of 2019, 24 credits will be needed to graduate. 

 Some changes in CTE (Career Technical Education) classes 

 Board policies may need to be changed to comply with state requirements. 

 The requirement for 1080 hours of instructional time per year has been postponed until 2015-16, and will 

apply to grades 9-12 only. 

Mandates from the State and how they affect districts was discussed. 

 

Dr. Engle also spoke about the bomb threat that occurred at Blue Heron School on Monday, April 14, 2014.  Staff 

are trying to problem solve to avoid further disruptions of the school day.  Brad Taylor, Director of Support 

Services, said some security cameras will be installed at Blue Heron.  Ms. James-Wilson suggested the Facilities 

committee discuss evacuation site plans for all the schools in the District. 

 

Action Items 

Approval of Library Collaboration MOA ( Memorandum of Agreement) 

Ms. Burkart moved to approve the library collaboration memorandum of agreement as presented.  Ms. James-

Wilson seconded and the motion carried 3-0. 

 

Curriculum Adoption 

Ms. Burkart moved to adopt Avancemos, Spanish 1, 2, and 3, Holt McDougal, 2013, for Grades 9-12.  Ms. 

James-Wilson seconded and the motion carried 3-0. 

 

Unfinished Business 

Transportation Report of Students Within One-Mile Update: Dr. Engle said he would do some more research, and 

report back at the next board meeting. 

 

New Business:  Ms. James-Wilson suggested the board consider drafting a resolution commemorating the 60
th
 

anniversary of the historic U.S. Supreme Court decision in Brown v. the Board of Education, as recommended by 

WSSDA (Washington State School Directors’ Association). 

 

Board Member Announcements:   Seating configuration of the board room was discussed.  Ms. Carlson asked if 

dates were available for senior presentations yet.  The board retreat scheduled for May 5, 2014 was discussed.  A 

summer board retreat was also discussed.  It was decided to plan calendar dates at the next board meeting when 

more board members were present. 

 

Executive Session:  Board Chair Carlson adjourned the work/study meeting at 7:25 p.m. to an executive session to 

discuss possible litigation for approximately ten minutes.  Ms. Carlson adjourned the executive session at 7:35 

p.m. and reconvened the work/study meeting at 7:35 p.m.  

 

Next Meeting:  April 28, 2014, Regular Board Meeting, 6:00 p.m., 1610 Blaine Street, Room S-11 

Adjournment:  The meeting was adjourned by consensus at 7:36 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

________________________________    ATTEST:_______________________________ 

David Engle, Superintendent         Holley Carlson, Board Chair 


